Results

Trench 1

The sighting of Trench 1 within the interior of the settlement enclosure followed the
results obtained from the geophysical survey. The objectives of the trench were to
determine the presence of any features relating to settlement as well as to produce
dating evidence. Trench 1 measured 5x5m and was positioned off centre within the
southwest quarter of the enclosure.

Plate ...: Trench 1 and the foundations of an oval/round structure. Photograph taken
towards the southern section.

The general stratigraphic sequence within this trench consisted of a dark brown grey
loam topsoil (001) 0.07m thick. Underlying this layer is a light brown snad/grit
material loose in it compaction with abundant bracken root inclusions (002). Below
this layer is a silty loam (003) with moderate root inclusions with the adition of
scattered stone both angular and rounded (0.05-0.10m) The natural soils (061) consist
of ared/brown sand highly compact with no inclusions, the natural surface appears at
adepth of 0.55m.

Within the southern half of the trench a feature representative of the foundations to a
structure were uncovered. The archaeological features underlie the natural
windblown horizon 003, appearing at a depth of 0.31lm. The foundation of the
structure wall consists of a cut (031) 0.25m wide and 0.10m deep that was filled with
packing stone (060) to support the structure. The course of the foundation cut
indicates a structure that was either oval or round; the structure may have been built




of timber or wattle and daub supporting a straw or reed roof. The foundation cut was
set within a horizon of a dark brown sandy loam (021) with inclusions of angular and

sub-angular stone. This horizon has been
interpreted as the original grass level at the time
the structure was laid.

Plate .... Curving foundation trench of
oval/round enclosures wall (031); note the
compact clay interior (020) to the left of the
foundation trench.

Within the southeast corner of the trench the
foundation cut 031 becomes less apparent though
its course remains visible by the presence of the
stone fill 060. The stone fill spreads to form a
bulbous end to the foundation cut measuring
€.0.90m in diameter. The stone spread may mark
the site of a post-hole connected with the original

entrance into the structure as the foundation cut does not appear to continue south into

the trench section.

Plate ...: Course of foundation cut 031
toward the southeast corner of the trench
where the stone fill (060) spreads to form
an apparent bulbous end filling a post-
hole?

Due to time restrictions, excavation was
unable to investigate the possible
entrance further.

The interior surface of the structure butts

the western edge of the cut (031) and appears as a layer of compact clay with charcod
fleck inclusions (020) at a depth of 0.31m. Underlying the clay surface (020) at a
depth of 0.36m is a second compact clay surface red/orange (032) with abundant
charcoal fleck inclusions. One interpretation of the featureis that the clay surface 020

was a replacement for an earlier one (032)
that had become ‘too dirty’ distinguishable
by its darker colour and increased charcoal
fleck inclusions. Underlying thislayer at a
depth of 0.55m is the natura layer (061)
consisting of compact red/brown sand.

Plate ...: compact clay surface 032
overlain by the clay layer 020.




Trench 2

Trench 2 was positioned across the enclosures bank and ditch along the western
boundary. The aim of excavation within this area was to determine firstly, the
structure of the enclosures defences and secondly whether any datable material could
be retrieved.

The location of Trench 2 was determined by the extent
to which the earthworks had survived. Although the
features were clearly visible, they did not survive to the
extent as other areas around the enclosures. As such
excavation within the location determined would ensure
the survival of the well preserved earthworks
surrounding the enclosure. The trench measured 8x2m.
Due to the overall depth of the ditch cut the trench was
half sectioned to provide a baulk.

Plate ...: Trench 2 viewed from the defensive bank

looking west across the ditch following initial de-

turfing.
The general stratigraphic ~ sequence
within  this trench consisted of a dak
brown loam topsoil (010), overlying a layer
of light brown windblown material
(011). Below this layer isasilt loam (012)
0.15m  thick that covers  the natura
gravels (013). These gravels  consist  of
degraded green sandstone of smadl
mainly rounded stones within a
red/brown silty loam matrix. Cut into the
gravels within the eastern end of the trench
was a significant ‘V’ shaped ditch (014). This
north-south ~ aigned ditch measured 3.40m
across the top and was cut to depth of
1.90m below the surface of the natural
subsoil. The uppermost  fill  (015)
was ¢.0.40m thick and consisted of red
brown compact silt loam soil with charcoal

flecks. Underlying this was a layer of red/orange silt with charcoal inclusions (040).
Beneath this was a 0.10m-0.15m deep horizon consisting of a red/brown silty/clay
loam (044) that contained charcoa flecks and small pebbles of rounded sandstone.
Underlying this is a layer of dark brown silt matrix with angular sandstone (0.10m)
and charcoal fleck inclusions. The base deposit is overlain by a layer of dark brown
sandy loam with charcoa inclusions and small sandstone pepples (042). The base
deposit is a 000m deep horizon consisting of angular and slab sandstone (0.02-0.10m)
within a brown/grey silt (045). The eastern edge of the ditch cut is marked by two
other fill horizons interpreted as slump material from the enclosure bank. A layer of
sump (046) consists of a red/orange silty/clay with charcoa fleck inclusions.



Underlying this layer is the first sequence of slump fill (047) from the bank of a
grey/brown gritty silt with charcoal fleck inclusions.

Within the southern half of the ditch fill was a layer of stone (030) consisting of both
angular and rounded stone (0.5-0.15m). The stone horizon was formed after the ditch
had re-filled, the stone layer was set within are- cut (039) on the western egde of the
ditch cut (014) and the
natural subsoil (013).
Interpretation of the
feature is unresolved
though its appearance
upon the ditch fill was
the result of a
deliberate action. The
weight of the stone
layer caused it to
partidly ‘sink’ into the
underlying ditch fill.
The western edge of
the layer remains
within the the re-cut
(039).

Plate ...: South section of ditch indicating the stone layer (030).



Trench 3

The trench was located in order to investigate the original entrance into the enclosure.
Due to the locality of a modern footpath that occupies the proposed origina entrance,
the trench was sited over the enclosure ditch directly east of the entrance in order to
uncover the ditch terminal and any material associated with it.

The general stratigraphic sequence within this trench consisted of a dark brown/black
topsoil (024) sandy in texture with organic inclusions, overlying a light brown sand
loam with mixed rounded stone (0.5mm-1cm) and bracken roots (025). Thisin turn
overlay a red-brown silt/sand layer interpreted as windblown material (027) that
formed above the compact natural gravels containing degraded sandstone (035).

Cut into the natural gravels (035) within the north of the trench was the terminal of a
significant *V’ shaped ditch (036). This north-south aligned ditch measures 3m wide
across the top and was cut to a depth of 0.90m below the surface of the natural subsoil
(035). Theterminal of the ditch was round in profile.

Plate...: "V’ shaped ditch
termina

The uppermost fill (043) was
€.0.10-0.25m thick and
consisted of an orange brown
loam soil with some root and
charcoal inclusions. Underlying
thiswas alayer of abundant
rounded and angular stone
within ared brown sand matrix
(052) c.60cm thick. This
horizon has been interpreted as
adeliberate dump of materia

associated with the

deconstruction of the enclosure’ s eastern bank. This layer is butted by a horizon of
dark brown sand abundant with charcoal (051). Underlying thishorizonisa
grey/brown sand fill aso butting the stone dump (049) interpreted as natura fill from
the east.



AIMS
1. Determine purpose of enclosure (settlement?).
2. How was the enclosure rampart constructed
3. Pinpoint the original entrance to the enclosure

4. Produce any datable materia e.g. pottery to indicate the age of the site.

RESULTS

Trench 1= within theinterior of enclosure, purpose of trench was to determine the
presence internal features that might suggest settlement. The foundations of around
or oval structure were revealed. Theinterior of the structure had a compact clay floor
with charcoal inclusions. The foundations of the structure survive as a partialy stone
filled foundation cut that may have supported awood or wattle and daub structure.

Trench 2= laid across the enclosures western rampart, purpose to produce datable
materia but also to interpret the materials used in the bank and ditch’s construction.
The ditch was cut into the natural sandstone bedrock, the material produced employed
in the construction of the bank that may have had atimber revetment. The ditch was
v-shaped and was cut to ¢.1.5m deep and ¢.3m wide.

Trench 3= amed to clarify the position of the original entrance by searching for
the ditch terminal. The ditch terminal would provide the greatest opportunity for the
discovery of finds associated to the enclosure. The ditch terminal was v-shaped, and
produced two distinct layers of pottery at the base of the trench. Specialist analysis
has produced a date of middie Iron Age — late Iron Age. The ditch terminal indicates
the presence of the entrance. The ditch was deliberately in filled with stone material.
On initial excavation the trench was covered in alayer of mixed rounded and angular
cut stone, this has been interpreted as the collapsed remains of a stone faced rampart.
The collapse of the material may be deliberate due to its un-natural appearance within
the ditch! It appears that only the eastern side of the enclosure had a stone revetment
against the bank, as excavation across the bank and ditch in Trench 2 did not reveal
any stone. The stone fronting at the approaching side of the enclosure may have been
asign of prestige, with the aim to impress those approaching from the east and south.



